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On Nov. 23, businessperson Julio Vera Gutierrez, who President Alberto Fujimori implicated in
the failed Nov. 13 coup attempt, took asylum in the Costa Rican Embassy in Lima (For previous
coverage, see NotiSur 11/17/92, 11/24/92.) According to a Foreign Ministry communique, embassy
officials requested safe passage from the Peruvian government so that Vera Gutierrez could leave
the country. In a statement issued by Andina de Radiodifusion, owned by Vera Gutierrez, the
communications magnate denied involvement in the coup attempt. Vera Gutierrez asserted he
was the victim of political persecution, adding that his poor health made it impossible for him
to endure the conditions of possible imprisonment. Vera Gutierrez said he loaned two vehicles,
two cellular telephones, and other communications equipment to his "old friend" Ret. Gen. Jaime
Salinas Sedo, without any knowledge that the equipment would be used in a attempt to overthrow
the government. No formal charges have been issued against Vera Gutierrez. In statements to
reporters, Fujimori rejected the possibility of another coup attempt. He added that there is "no
discontent within the armed forces, which are united and committed to my government and the
fight against subversion." Nov. 24: For the first time since the coup attempt, Salinas Sedo was able
to meet with his lawyer, former federal deputy Alberto Borea. Borea said he would request that
his client be tried in a civilian court. He added that Salinas Sedo, who has been accused of leading
the uprising, did not "take up arms" and that his meetings with others implicated in the coup were
completely legal. Nov. 25: Leaders of the American Popular Revolutionary Alliance (Alianza Popular
Revolucionaria Americana, APRA) and Popular Action (Accion Popular) parties told reporters
they rejected a proposal for a national accord made recently by Jaime Yoshiyama, leader of the
Cambio 90-Nueva Mayoria coalition representation in the constituent assembly. Neither party
participated in the elections for the 80 assembly seats. According to unofficial results, Yoshiyama's
coalition won 44 of the 80 seats during the Nov. 22 elections. Nov. 26: The National Human Rights
Coordinator (Coordinadora Nacional de Derechos Humanos, CODEH) issued a communique calling
on the government to respect the lives, physical security and full legal rights of those arrested in
connection with the coup attempt. CODEH also requested that the government clarify the status
of a number of civilians and military members who are reportedly being held incommunicado.
Although the government has only confirmed the arrest of about 25 individuals in connection
with the coup attempt, weekly magazine Caretas reported in its Nov. 26 issue that a total of 250
members of the military have been detained. Caretas asserted that those in detention have been
subject to physical abuse by security officials. According to testimony made to judicial officials by
Salinas Sedo, the coup leaders sought to "restore democracy in the country," and to "put an end to
politicizing of the military." A government statement indicated that between 35 and 50 active-duty
and retired military officers had been arrested and charged with sedition. If convicted, they could
receive sentences of up to 20 years in prison. Nov. 27: The Attorney General's Office appointed
Maria Huayta as special prosecutor to investigate the reported participation of civilians in the failed
coup attempt. The Reuter news service reported that a statement from a group of dissident military
officers (COMACA, colonels, majors and captains) indicated that Maj. Hugo Ormeno, second in
command of the military police guard at the government palace, died during interrogation by the
National Intelligence Service (SIN). Ormeno was arrested Nov. 13 during the attempted coup.
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According to the statement, one of his commanding officers saw Ormeno Nov. 17 with signs that
he had been tortured. Nov. 30: In a TV interview, Fujimori accused former vice president (elected
constitutional president by the absolved congress) Maximo San Roman and former senator Alberto
Borea of involvement in the failed coup attempt. According to Fujimori, documents seized from the
coup leaders indicated San Roman was to have become president following Fujimori's assassination.
Other civilians implicated in the coup include media entrepreneur Julio Vera Gutierrez, now in
Costa Rica where he was granted political asylum, and Jorge Polack Merel, owner of Radio Libertad,
who has taken asylum in the Chilean Embassy. In statements to reporters, Borea called Fujimori's
accusations "serious and false." Dec. 1: In a press conference, San Roman who referred to himself as
"Constitutional President of the Republic" strongly denied charges that he knew of the coup attempt
beforehand. He charged that the two military officers who implicated him in the coup attempt had
been subjected to torture. San Roman called Salinas Sedo a "respected officer of the Peruvian Army
who exchanged ideas on Fujimori's leadership of the military with other officers...None of this is a
crime and those implicated have nothing to be ashamed of," he said. Dec. 2: The army filed charges
with chief federal prosecutor Nelida Colan accusing San Roman of "abusing the public trust" by
giving reporters a "falsified document" regarding the November 1991 massacre of 16 civilians in
the Lima neighborhood of Barrios Altos. (For previous coverage of the Barrios Altos massacre, see
11/27/91). The document places responsibility for the massacre on the military and indicates that
orders for the killing came from then interior minister Gen. Victor Malca, who currently serves as
Defense Minister, and presidential advisor Vladimir Montesinos. Dec. 3: San Roman challenged the
Attorney General's Office to prove that the document which was allegedly drafted by members of
the National Intelligence Service (SIN) is false. San Roman clarified, however, that he never made
claims regarding veracity of the document, indicating he had presented it to reporters so they could
further investigate. Salinas Sedo told reporters that given current levels of repression of dissention
in the armed forces, another coup attempt was unlikely in the near future. "If they [the dissident
active military] came to me, in retirement, it's because they didn't trust any active-duty general,"
he added. Salinas reiterated that those involved in the coup attempt never intended to assassinate
Fujimori. Dec. 4: Jaime Salinas Lopez-Torres, son of Gen. Salinas Sedo, sought and received asylum
in the Argentine Embassy in Lima. Salinas Lopez-Torres was arrested on conspiracy charges shortly
after the coup attempt but was subsequently released. (Sources: Notimex, 11/23/92; Inter Press
Service, 11/25/92; Reuter, 11/27/92; Agence France-Presse, 11/24/92, 11/26/92, 12/01-04/92; Spanish
news service EFE, 11/23/92, 11/24/92, 11/26/92, 11/27/92, 11/30/92, 12/02-05/92)
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